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HANDLING VARIABLE DELAY IN OBJECTIVE 
SPEECH QUALITY ASSESSMENT 

FIELD OF INVENTION 
The present invention relates to the field of telecommunications. More 
panicularly, the present invention relates to estimating the quality of a speech 
signal. 

BACKGROUND 

In a conventional telecommunications system, the transmission chain over 
which a speech signal (e.g., a signal carrying a spoken sentence) must pass, may 
include speech encoders, speech decoders, an air interface, public switched 
telephone network (PSTN) links, computer network links, receive buffering, signal 
processing logic, and/or playback equipment. As one skilled in the art will readily 
appreciate, any one or more of these elements which make up the transmission 
chain may distort the speech signal. Estimating the quality of speech signals is 
important in order to ensure that speech quality exceeds minimum acceptable 
standards, so that speech signals can be heard and understood by a listener. 

Typically, estimating speech quality involves transmitting a reference 
speech signal (herein referred to as a "reference signal") across a transmission 
chain to a receiving entity. The received signal, having been distorted by the 
various elements that make up the transmission chain, is herein referred to as the 
test signal. The test signal and the original reference signal are then forwarded to 
a speech quality estimation algorithm. 

There are a number of conventional, speech quality estimation algorithms. 
Most, however, employ the same basic technique which is illustrated in FIG. 1. 
As shown, a reference signal 105 and a test signal 110 are divided into N number 
of short time frames (e.g., 20 msec. each). A new representation, such as a 
frequency representation, is then derived for each of the N time frames associated 
with the reference signal 105 and each of the N time frames associated with the 
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test signal 110. A difference vector comprising N time frames is then derived by 
comparing the representations associated with each of the N time frames of the 
reference signal 105 with the corresponding representation associated with the test 
signal 110. The comparison might be accomplished by subtracting the 

5 corresponding representations on a frame-by-frame basis. For each frame, the 
difference between the corresponding representations may be summed so that a 
single distortion metric is derived for each of the N time frames. The N distonion 
metrics may then be averaged, where the average value can be used as a measure 
of total signal distonion or speech quality. 

10 A problem with the above-identified speech quality estimation technique is 

that it is highly sensitive to lime shifts (e.g., transmission delays); the greater the 
time shift, the more unreliable the speech quality estimation. In an attempt to 
avoid this problem, conventional speech quality estimation algorithms align the 
reference signal and the test signal before performing the speech quality 

15 estimation, as illustrated in FIG. 2. Of course, just as there are a number of 
conventional approaches for estimating speech quality, there are a number of 
conventional techniques for aligning a reference signal and a test signal. 

One such technique for aligning a reference signal and a test signal utilizes 
a known, estimated "global" delay factor, as illustrated in FIG. 2. In accordance 

20 with this technique, the test signal or the reference signal is shifted in the time 

domain by an amount that is equivalent to an estimated global delay. Thereafter, 
the two signals may be fed to the speech quality estimation algorithm. Another 
well-known technique for aligning a reference signal and a test signal involves 
iteratively aligning the two signals in the time domain until a cross-correlation 

25 measurement, or other similar metric is maximized. Still another technique 
involves transmitting the reference signal, and in addition, information which 
identifies one or more portions of the signal, for example, by inserting sinusoidal 
signals or chirps into the reference signal. Accordingly, these one or more 
portions of the test signal can be more easily recognized and aligned with the 

30 corresponding portions of the reference signal. 
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Each of the above-identified techniques for aligning a reference signal and 
a test signal, however, assume that the delay introduced by the various components 
which make up the transmission chain is a fixed delay, or a delay that changes 
slowly over time, such that periodic resynchronization is possible. In other words, 
5 it is assumed that a constant time shift exists between the reference signal and the 
test signal. While this may hold true for circuit switched networks, transmission 
delays are rarely fixed or constant in packet switched networks, for example, 
Internet Protocol (IP) based networks. For instance, in virtually all packet 
switched network scenarios, transmission delays vary with traffic load (i.e., the 

1 0 level of congestion in the network). Since traffic load generally changes on a 
continuous basis, the transmission delay experienced by a single speech signal 
traversing the network may vary. If these variable u-ansmission delays go 
undetected, the reference signal and the test signal cannot be properly aligned, and 
the speech quality estimation algorithm cannot possibly perform an accurate speech 

1 5 quality estimation. Furthermore, the use of inexpensive personal computer 
systems as communications devices might also contribute to a speech signal 
experiencing variable delays. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
20 The present invention involves a speech quality estimation technique that 

permits the use of an arbitrary speech quality estimation algorithm. In general, the 
present invention analyzes the reference signal and the test signal, and based on 
this analysis, identifies delay variations and/or discontinuities in the test signal, if 
any. These portions of the test signal are then removed so that the reference signal 
25 and the test signal are similarly scaled with respect to time. The reference signal 
and the test signal are then forwarded to a standard speech quality estimation 
algorithm. The resulting speech quality estimation is then adjusted based on an 
analysis of the portions of the test signal that were previously removed. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to provide a speech 
30 quality estimation technique that is capable of assessing speech quality despite the 



■ wo 01/31638 



PCT/SEOO/02068 



-4- 

presence of variable transmission delays, including continuous and intermittent, 
variable transmission delays. 

It is another object of the present invention to prevent the presence of 
variable transmission delays from precluding the use of a standard speech quality 

S estimation algorithm. 

In accordance with a first aspect of the present invention, the above- 
identified and other objectives are achieved by a method for estimating speech 
quality, the method involves identifying portions of a first speech signal that 
exhibit distortions caused by transmission delays. The identified portions are then 

0 removed from the first speech signal, and the first speech signal is compared to a 
second speech signal. A speech quality estimate is then generated, based on the 
comparison of the first speech signal and the second speech signal. 

In accordance with a second aspect of the present invention, the above- 
identified and other objectives are achieved through a method of estimating speech 

5 quality in a telecommunications network, wherein a first speech signal is 

transported across a transmission chain to a receiving entity. The method involves 
aligning, at the receiving entity, each of a number of synchronization points along 
the first speech signal and a corresponding one of a number of synchronization 
points along a reference speech signal. A determination is then made as to 

'.0 whether any portions of the first speech signal reflect an intermittent delay 
variation, based on the alignment of the synchronization points along the first 
speech signal and the reference speech signal. The level of continuous delay 
variation exhibited by the first speech signal is then determined, and the first 
speech signal, or the reference speech signal, is adjusted to account for the level of 

15 continuous delay variation exhibited by the first speech signal, as well as for any 
portions of the first speech signal that reflect an intermittent delay variation. The 
first speech signal is then compared to the reference speech signal, and, based 
thereon, speech quality is estimated. 

In accordance with a diird aspect of the present invention, the above- 

\0 identified and other objectives are achieved through a method of estimating speech 
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quality in a packet switched telecommunications network, where speech signals are 
transported across a transmission chain to a receiving entity. The method involves 
aligning each of a number of sync point segments along a first speech signal with a 
corresponding sync pulse segment along a reference speech signal, where the first 
5 speech signal was transported across the transmission chain to the receiving entity, 
and where the reference signal is identical to the first speech signal prior to the 
first speech signal having been transponed across the transmission chain. After 
aligning the sync point segments along the first speech signal and the sync pulse 
segments along the reference speech signal, an intermittent delay variation between 

10 ~ adjacent sync point segments along the first speech signal, assuming one exists, is 
identified. Next, the location and size of any identified intermittent delay variation 
along the first speech signal is determined, as is any level of continuous delay 
variation exhibited by the first speech signal. The first speech signal or the 
reference speech signal is then adjusted to account for the presence of any 

15 intermittent delay variations and the level of continuous delay variation along the 
first speech signal. The first speech signal is then compared to the reference 
signal, and speech quality is estimated based on the comparison of the first speech 
signal and the reference signal. Finally, the estimated speech quality is adjusted to 
achieve a perceived speech quality, where the adjustment of the estimated speech 

20 quality is based on the intermittent delay variations, if any, and the level of 
continuous delay variation. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES 
The objectives and advantages of the present invention will be understood 
25 by reading the following detailed description in conjunction with the drawings, in 
which: 

FIG. 1 illustrates the basic technique employed by conventional, speech 
quality estimation algorithms; 

FIG. 2 illustrates a technique for aligning a reference signal and a test 
30 signal prior to performing speech quality estimation, in accordance with 
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conventional speech quality estimation algorithms; 

FIG. 3 provides an overview of the speech quality estimation technique in 
accordance with exemplary embodiments of the present invention; 

FIG. 4 provides an overview of an exemplary synchronization algorithm; 
5 FIG. 5 is a flowchart depicting the basic steps associated with the 

aforementioned, exemplary synchronization algorithm; 

FIG. 6 illustrates a mapping between each of 7 exemplary sync pulse 
segments along a reference signal and a corresponding one of 7 sync point 
segments located along a test signal; 
10 FIG. 7 illustrates the primary functional elements of the decision algorithm, 

in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 8 illustrates a mapping between each of 10 sync pulse segments along 
a reference signal and each of 10 corresponding sync point segments along a test 
signal; 

15 FIG. 9 illustrates the continuous delay variation estimating algorithm, in 

accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 10 illustrates a technique for implementing the delay variation 
estimation algorithm, in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present 
invention; 

20 FIG. 11 illustrates an exemplary procedure for predicted the location of 

sync point segments along the test signal; 

FIG. 12 depicts the transfer function T; 

FIG. 13 shows a number of graphs which together illustrate the estimation 
of the location L and the size S of a signal discontinuity along a section of the test 
25 signal; and 

FIG. 14 illustrates an exemplary technique for calculating the size S of the 
signal discontinuity. 



30 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention involves a technique for estimating the quality of 
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speech signals in a packet switched network (e.g., an IP based network). The 
present invention accomplishes this despite the presence of variable transmission 
delays which are common-place in packet switched networks. Moreover, the 
present invention is capable of employing an arbitrary speech-based algorithm to 

5 perform the speech quality estimation. 

FIG. 3 provides an overview of the speech quality estimation technique in 
accordance with exemplary embodiments of the present invention. As shown in 
FIG. 3, the reference signal and the test signal are forwarded to a multi-pulse 
synchronization algorithm 305. The multi-pulse synchronization algorithm 305, 

10 which is described in greater detail below, analyzes the reference signal and the 
test signal, and based tiiereon, identifies N number of sync pulses Pr,, Pr, ... Prn 
along the reference signal and N number of sync positions Pt^, Ptj ... Pjn along the 
test signal, where each of the N number of sync positions Ptj, Ptj ... Pt^ along the 
test signal is associated with a corresponding one of the sync pulses Prj, Pr^ ... P^^ 

15 along the reference signal. For each sync pulse, sync position pair, the multi-pulse 
synchronization algorithm 305 also generates a synchronization quality factor qj, 
q2 ... q^, which provides an indication as to the quality of the synchronization 
between the corresponding sync pulse, sync position pair. Based on the 
synchronization information {(Pri, Pt^, q^); (Pr2, Pt2, q2)...(PrN, PIn, q^)} 

20 generated by the multi-pulse synchronization algorithm 305, a delay estimation 

decision algorithm 310 identifies segments along the test signal that appear to have 
been influenced by variable transmission delays. A pre-processing algorithm 315 
then adjusts the reference and/or test signals based on any identified transmission 
delays such that the reference signal and test signal are similarly scaled with 

25 respect to the time domain. The technique may then employ a standard speech 
quality estimation algorithm 320 to derive a speech quality estimate based on the 
adjusted reference and/or test signals. Finally, the signal quality estimate that is 
derived by the standard speech quality estimation algorithm 320 is, in turn, 
adjusted based on the namre of the segments that were identified by the delay 

30 estimation decision algorithm 310. As such, these segments of the test signal are 
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taken into consideration in estimating overall speech quality, which ultimately 
results in a more accurate signal quality estimate. Each of the above-identified 
algorithms are described in greater detail herein below. 

The multi synchronization algorithm 305 provides important information 

5 upon which the speech quality estimation is ultimately based. More specifically, 
the multi synchronization algorithm 305 aligns each of N segments, referred to 
herein as sync pulse segments, located along the reference signal, with a 
corresponding segment, referred to herein as a sync point segment, located along 
the test signal. The multi synchronization algorithm 305 accomplishes this despite 

10 the fact that portions of the test signal may contain more or less information than 
does the reference signal, due, in part, to intermittent and/or continuous, variable 
transmission delays. 

Any of a number of signal synchronization algorithms might be employed 
to provide the functionality of the multi synchronization algorithm 305. An 

15 exemplary synchronization algorithm, however, is described in co-pending U.S. 
Patent Application 09/430,246, which is incorporated herein by reference in its 
entirety. FIG. 4 provides an overview of this exemplary synchronization 
algorithm. As shown, the synchronization algorithm receives both a reference 
signal r(n) and a test signal t(n), and therefrom, generates N number of triplet 

20 values {(Prj, Ptj, q^); (Prj, Ptj, q2)...(PrN, Pt^, q^)}, where Pr„ Prj-.-Pr^ represent 
die N number of sync pulse segments identified along the reference signal r(n), 
Pti, Pt2...PtN represent the corresponding N number of sync point segments along 
the test signal t(n), and q,, q2...qN represent the aforementioned speech quality 
factors associated with each sync pulse segment, sync point segment pair. 

25 FIG. 5 is a flowchart that depicts the four basic steps associated widi the 

synchronization algorithm described in U.S. Patent Application 09/430,246. As 
indicated, the first step involves the selection of the N number of sync pulse 
segments Prj, Pr2...PrN along the reference signal r(n). During a second step, the 
synchronization algorithm performs a coarse or gross-level synchronization 

30 procedure, wherein N number of sync point segments Pt,, Ptj-^^N along the test 
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signal t(n) are identified, a corresponding one for each of the N sync pulse 
segments {Pr„ Pr,...PrN} along the reference signal r(n). During this second step, 
an interim synchronization quality factor ^„ qz...qn is generated for each sync 
pulse segment, sync point segment pair. As such, the second step outputs N triplet 
5 values {(Pr, , A, , ^,); (Pr,, Pt2, qi). . .(PrN, PIn. ^n)} . where each triplet value 
includes a sync pulse segment Prj, a corresponding, though approximate, sync 
point segment 1%, and an interim synchronization quality factor q,. In a third step, 
an amplimde scaling estimate Sq is generated. Then, in a fourth step, a fine-level 
synchronization is performed, where the fine-level synchronization procedure 
- 10 results in the generation of a second N number of triplet values {(Pr,, Pt,, q,); 

(Pr2, Pt2, q2)...(PrN, PIn, qw)}, where the sync point segments Pt,, Pt2...PtN and the 
synchronization quality factors q,, q2...qN associated with each triplet value are 
defined with greater precision as compared to those defined in the triplet values 
generated by the second step described above. 
15 As previously stated, the synchronization algorithm described in co- 

pending U.S. Patent Application 09/430,246 is exemplary. One skilled in the art 
will readily appreciate the fact that other signal synchronization algorithms might 
be employed to provide the functionality of the multi synchronization algorithm 
305. 

20 FIG. 6 shows a mapping between each of 7 exemplary sync pulse segments 

Pri, Pr2...Pr7, located along a reference signal, and a corresponding one of 7 sync 
point segments Pt„ Pt2...Pt7, located along a test signal, where the mapping is 
based on the information contained in 7 triplet values generated by the multi 
synchronization algorithm 305. In this instance, N is equal to seven. It is of 

25 unportance to note that while the distances between adjacent sync pulse segments 
remain constant, or near constant, the distances between adjacent sync point 
segments are, in general, steadily increasing, with the exception of the distance 
between sync point segments Ptj and Pt^. The steady increase in distance between 
adjacent sync point segments tends to indicate that the bit rate associated with the 

30 test signal might be greater than the bit rate of the reference signal, or that the data 
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packets associated with the test signal were subjected to a steadily increasing 
transmission delay. In contrast, the distance between sync point segments and 
Pte is significantly large, as compared to the distance between the other sync point 
segments along the test signal, thus indicating the presence of a signal 

5 discontinuity (i.e., intermittent delay). Accordingly, FIG. 6 illustrates how the 
information contained in the N triplet values generated by the multi 
synchronization algorithm 305 may be used for the purpose of detecting and 
identifying segments along the test signal that reflect continuous and intermittent, 
variable transmission delays. 

0 As shown in FIG. 3, the N triplet values {(Pr„ Ptj, q,); (Pr,, Ptj, 

q2)...(Prfg, PtN.QN)} generated by the multi synchronization algorithm 305 are 
passed to a delay estimation decision algorithm 310, which is herein referred to as 
the decision algorithm. In general, the decision algorithm 310 analyzes the N 
triplet values and eliminates sync pulse, sync point segment pairs that do not 

5 appear to be accurately synchronized. In addition, the decision algorithm 310 
classifies any distortion of the test signal as being related to, or reflective of, a 
continuous or intermittent variable delay. In accordance with a preferred 
embodiment of the present invention, the decision algorithm 310 comprises four 
primary functional elements, as illustrated in FIG. 7. 

10 The first functional element associated with the decision algorithm 310 is a 

signal discontinuity identification algorithm 705. The signal discontinuity 
Identification algorithm 705 analyzes the distances between each pair of adjacent 
sync point segments along the test signal, and based on this analysis, determines 
whether the length of the test signal between any given pair of adjacent sync point 

!5 segments is exceedingly large or small. A determination that a particular length of 
the test signal is exceedingly large or small tends to indicate that the corresponding 
ponion of the test signal reflects a signal discontinuity (i.e., an intermittent delay). 
The signal discontinuity identification algorithm 705 may be implemented by 
comparing the length of the test signal between each pair of adjacent sync point 

10 segments to a threshold value, where the tiireshold value is, for example, a 
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ftinction of the mean or weighted mean distance between adjacent sync point 
segments. 

Consider the following example to further illustrate a possible 
implementation of the discontinuity identification algorithm 705. In this example, 
5 N is equal to 20. Thus, there are 20 sync pulse segment, sync point segment 

pairs. First, a difference 6 between the location of each sync point segment along 
the test signal and a corresponding sync pulse segment along the reference signal is 
determined. For example, the difference 6 between the location of each of the 20 
sync point segments and the corresponding sync pulse segment may be given in 

10 terms of a number of samples, as follows: 6,=5160, 62=5187, 63=5347, 
64=5347, 65=5347, 6e=5347, 6^=5027, 68=5027, 69=5027, 6,o=5027, 
6„ = 5027, 6,2=4867, 6,3=4867, 6,4=4867, 6,s=4867, 6i6=4867. 6„=4867, 
6,g=4867, 6,9=4867, 62o=4867. Second, N-1 delta values A representing the 
change in the difference values 6 are derived. If the N-1 delta values A are 

15 derived in accordance with the following relationship, 

^i=(6i+i)-6i (1) 

then the N-1 delta values A for the above-identified difference values 6 would be 
20 given as follows: A, =27, A, = 160, A3=0, A4=0, A5=0, A6=-320, A7=0, Ag=0, 
A9=0, A,o=0, A„=-160. Ai2=0. A,3=0, A,4=0, A,5=0, A,6=0, A„=0, A,8=0, 
A,9=0. Third, the N-1 delta values A are compared to a threshold value (e.g., 
±40 samples), thus yielding the following: A,-0, A^-l, A3-0, A4-O, A5-O, A^-l, 
A7-O, Ag-O, A9-.O, A,o-0, A„-l, A12-.O, A,3-0, A,4-'0, A,5-0, A„-0, A,,-©, 
25 A,g-0, A,9-0, where a "1" indicates that the delta value A exceeded the threshold 
value and the presence of a possible signal discontinuity. 

Any signal discontinuities identified by the signal discontinuity 
identification algorithm 705 are passed to the second functional element associated 
with decision algorithm 310. The second functional element, as indicated in FIG. 
30 7, is the "outlier" identification and removal algorithm 710. The outlier 
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identification and removal algorithm 710 determines whether any of the signal 
discontinuities identified by the signal discontinuity identification algorithm 705, 
as explained above, are true discontinuities or simply false alarms. 

Consider the following example to better illustrate an exemplary 
5 embodiment of the outlier identification and removal algorithm 710. FIG. 8 shows 
a mapping between each of 10 sync pulse segments along a reference signal and 
each of a number of corresponding sync point segments along a test signal. The 
distance between the sync pulse segments are assumed to be constant, whereas the 
distance between the sync point segments increases linearly, but for the distances 

10 preceding sync point segment 1% and sync point segment PtiQ. It is further 
assumed that the distances preceding sync point segment 1% and sync point 
segment Ptio were identified as signal discontinuities by the signal discontinuity 
identification algorithm 705. First, the outlier identification and removal 
algorithm 710 identifies a "pulse set" associated with the distance along the test 

15 signal to be evaluated. If, for instance, the distance along the test signal being 
evaluated is the distance preceding sync point segment 1%, the pulse set might 
comprise sync point segments Pt^, Pt7, Ptg and Pt9. It will be understood, 
however, that an investigation as to whether a signal discontinuity is likely to exist 
must include pulse segments, some of which may precede and some of which may 

20 follow the distance to be evaluated. If all pulse segments, from the beginning until 
the first frame slip, are evaluated separately, one skilled in the art will appreciate 
that it is enough to evaluate pulses that follow the signal discontinuity in order to 
decide whether a discontinuity probably exists. Nevertheless, once the outlier 
identification and removal algorithm 710 identifies the pulse set, the pulses which 

25 make up the pulse set are analyzed to determine whether any of a number of 

conditions are fulfilled. For example, one condition might be whether at least one 
synchronization quality factor q^, associated with any one of the sync point 
segments which make up the pulse set, is greater than a first minimum 
synchronization quality threshold. The fulfillment of such a condition would 

30 indicate that the length of the corresponding distance is reliable. A second 
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condition might be whether at least two synchronization quality factors, associated 
with any two of the sync point segments which make up the pulse set, are greater 
than a second minimum synchronization quality threshold, where the second 
minimum synchronization quality threshold is understood to be less than the first 
5 minimum synchronization quality threshold, and whether the number of sync point 
segments which makes up the pulse set is greater than a minimum number of sync 
point segments. Yet a third condition might be whether at least one 
synchronization quality factor, associated with any one of the sync point segments 
which make up the pulse set, is greater than a third minimum synchronization 

10 quality factor threshold, and whether the number of sync point segments which 

make up the pulse set is greater than the aforementioned minimum number of sync 
point segments, where the third minimum synchronization quality threshold is 
understood to be less than the first minimum sync quality threshold, but greater 
than the second minimum sync quality threshold. Then, if any one of the 

15 conditions are fulfilled, the outlier identification and removal algorithm 710 makes 
the determination that the length of the test signal being evaluated is reflective of a 
true signal discontinuity (i.e., an intermittent delay). 

If the outlier identification and removal algorithm 710 determines that a 
length of the test signal is reflective of a true signal discontinuity, for example, the 

20 length of the test signal preceding 1% in FIG. 8, the corresponding sync point 
segment Pt^ is identified as an "outlier". The outlier identification and removal 
algorithm 710 then removes all of the sync point segments that have been 
identified as "outliers" (i.e., false signal discontinuities) fl-om amongst the N 
number of sync point segments Pt„ Pt2...PtN that were identified by the multi pulse 

25 synchronization algorithm 305. The remaining M number of sync point segments 
Pt„ Pt2...PtM are preserved and passed to the third functional element of the 
Decision algorithm 310, where it will be understood that M is defined by the 
following relationship: 



30 



M = N - O - TD - (i 



(2) 
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where the variable 0 represents the number of sync point segments identified as 
"outliers" by the outlier identification and removal algorithm 710; TD represents 
the number of "true" discontinuities; and Q, represents the number of sync pulses 
having a low sync quality. 

5 The third functional element associated with the Decision algorithm 310 is 

the continuous delay variation estimation algorithm 715. The continuous delay 
variation estimation algorithm 715 estimates the level or degree of continuous 
delay variation Af exhibited by the remaining M number of sync point segments 
Pt,, Ptj-.-PtM, along the test signal, as compared with the location of the 

10 corresponding sync pulse segments Pr„ Prj—PrM, along the reference signal. In 
general, the level of continuous delay variation Af is a function of the sync point 
segment frequency f, (i.e., the frequency of the sync point segments along the test 
signal) and the sync pulse segment frequency ^ (i.e., the frequency of the sync 
pulse segments along the reference signal). In accordance with a preferred 

1 5 embodiment of the present invention, the level of continuous delay variation Af is 
defined by the following relationship: 

Af = (f, * f,-0 - I (3) 

20 where a level of continuous delay variation Af equal to zero (0) indicates that there 
is no continuous delay variation, which occurs when the sync pulse segment 
frequency f, and the sync point segment frequency f^ are equal in value, as one 
skilled in the art will readily appreciate. 

The continuous delay variation estimating algorithm 715 is now described 

25 m greater detail. FIG. 9 illustrates an exemplary embodiment for implementing 
the continuous delay variation estimating algorithm 715. As shown, the 
continuous delay variation estimating algorithm 715 is divided into two fimctional 
components: a delay variation detection algorithm 905 and a level of delay 
variation estimation algorithm 910. In general, the delay variation detection 

30 algorithm 905 analyzes the location of the M sync point segments Pt,, Ptz.-.Ptw 
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along the test signal, as compared to the location of the corresponding sync pulse 
segments Pr„ Prj-.-PrM along the reference signal, and therefrom, determines 
whether it is more likely than not that the location of the M sync point segments 
Pt„ Pt2...PtM along the test signal reflect a continuous delay variation. In contrast, 
5 the delay variation estimation algorithm 910 estimates the continuous delay 
variation, if any, and in addition, uses the determination made by the delay 
variation detection algorithm 905 to set a "fimess" threshold, where the fitness 
threshold serves as criteria in determining whether to accept or reject the 
continuous delay variation estimate. Both the delay variation detection algorithm 
10 905 and the delay variation estimation algorithm 910 are described in greater detail 
herein below. 

As stated, the delay variation detection algorithm 905 determines whether a 
delay variation is likely to exist given the location of the M sync point segments 
Pt,, Ptz.-.PtM along the test signal. In accordance with a preferred embodiment of 
15 the present invention, the delay variation detection algorithm 905 makes this 

determination based on a total sync point segment position error E and a variance 
V. The total sync point segment position error E may, for example, be derived 
using the following equation: 

20 M-1 

E = S [ P(j^,„,)i - Af^ ] (4) 
i=l 

where P(derivate)i is a delta function that is based on the distance between two 
25 adjacent sync point segments along the test signal and the distance between two 

corresponding sync pulse segments along the reference signal. For instance, if "i" 
is equal to "1", PMenvatoi might be defined as follows. 



30 



P(deriva«)i = ( (Ptz" Pt,) - (Pr^ - Pt,) ) * (PTz - Pr,)"' 



(5) 
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In contrast, Af„, could, for instance, be the weighted median value of the delta 
function Pdenvaic- Another method could involve iterating through a range of 
different Af^,, values and choosing the one value that minimizes the sum E. 

The variable V represents the variance of the weighted median A^,. More 
specificaliyi the variable V is a function of the weighted median value A^, and the 
delta function P(derivaic)i value immediately less than the weighted median value and 
the delta function P(derivaie)i value immediately greater than the weighted median 
value. The variable V can thus be defined m accordance with the following 
relationship: 

V = variance(W„^i^.„ W^^^ian. W^.„„^,) (6) 

where is equivalent to the weighted median value of Pjerivate. W„^i,^j is 

equivalent to the that is just less than W„edi»m» and W^+, is equivalent to 
1 5 the Pderivaie that is just greater than W^„. 

After the delay variation detection algorithm 905 derives the total sync 
point position error E and the variance V, as described above, the delay variation 
detection algorithm 905 compares the total sync point position error E to a total 
sync point position error threshold Tg. It also compares the variance V to a 
20 variance threshold Ty. One skilled in the art will readily appreciate that the actual 
value of the total sync point position error threshold Tg and the acmal value of the 
variance threshold Ty may be empirically derived. By comparing the total sync 
point position error E to the total sync point position error threshold Tg, and by 
comparing the variance V to the variance threshold Ty, the delay variation 
25 detection algorithm 905 is able to determine whether the total sync point position 
error E and/or the variance V are relatively small. If the delay variation detection 
algorithm 905 determines that both the total sync point position error E and the 
variance V are relatively small (i.e., E is less than Tg and V is less than Ty), the 
delay variation detection algorithm 905 sets a detection flag equal to a "TRUE" 
30 state, which indicates, in mm, that a continuous delay variation is likely to exist. 



5 



10 
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given the location of the M sync point segments Ptj, Pt2...PtM along the test signal. 

As previously stated, the delay variation estimation algorithm 910 estimates 
the continuous delay variation Af. In general, the delay variation estimation 
algorithm 910 accomplishes this by calculating a predicted location for the M sync 
5 point segments Pt,{p^, Pt2(p^. . .PtM(p,«i) along the test signal for each of a number 
of sync point segment frequencies. Then, for each sync point segment frequency, 
the delay variation estimation algorithm 910 compares the distances between 
adjacent, predicted sync point segments Pt,(p^), Pt2,p^)...PtM(p„d) to the distances 
between the acmal location of the sync point segments Pt,, Ptj-.-Pt^,, as derived by 

10 the multi pulse synchronization algorithm 305. A "fimess" value is then 
generated based on this comparison. A maximum fimess value Df„„^(„3,) is 
evenmally derived and compared to a first fitness threshold or a second fitness 
threshold, depending upon whether the detection flag was set equal to its "TRUE" 
state by the delay variation detection algorithm 905, as explained above. If the 

1 5 delay variation estimation algorithm 910 determines that the maximum fitness 
value Dfiu^s,^, is greater than the fitness threshold to which it is compared, the 
delay variation estimation algorithm 910 sets the continuous delay estimate Af 
equal to a value in accordance with equation (3) above, where ^ is the sync point 
segment frequency that corresponds with the maximum fitness value Dnu^f^,,, and 

20 where f, is the sync point segment frequency. If, however, the delay variation 
estimation algorithm 910 determines that the maximum fitness value Df,,^,,^, is 
less than or equal to the fitoess threshold, the delay variation estimation algorithm 
910 sets the continuous delay estimate Af equal to zero (0), which indicates that a 
continuous delay variation is not exhibited by the sync pomt segments along the 

25 test signal. 

FIG. 10 illustrates, in more detail, a technique for implementing the delay 
variation estimation algorithm 910, in accordance with an exemplary embodiment 
of the present invention. As shown in block 1005, the technique begins with the 
initialization of the fitness value to zero (0). As stated above, a fitness value 
30 Dfiu^ is derived for each sync point segment frequency, and the maximum fitness 
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value Df„„ess(n,ax) IS used to identify the one sync point segment frequency that most 
accurately reflects the frequency of the actual sync point segments Pt,, Ptj-.-PtM 
along the test signal. 

In accordance with block 1010, a first of several sync point segment 

5 frequencies f^ is selected. In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention, the several sync point segment frequencies cover a range of 
frequencies that includes the sync pulse segment frequency ^. For instance, if the 
sync pulse segment frequency f^ is equal to 8000 Hz, the several sync point 
segment frequencies ft may range 7950 Hz to 8050 Hz. In this instance, the sync 

10 point segment frequency fi would be initialized to a frequency of 7950 Hz at block 
1010. 

As shown in block 1015, a predicted location along the test signal is 
derived for each sync point segment Ptup^j), Pt2(prcd)"-PtM(prcd)- The predicted 
locations may be derived as a function of the known locations of the sync pulse 

15 segments Pr^, Prj.-.PrM along the reference signal, and the present sync point 
segment frequency ft (e.g., 7950 Hz). 

FIG. 11 illustrates, with greater clarity, an exemplary procedure for 
deriving the predicted locations of the sync point segments Pti(prcd)» Pt2(prcd). --PtM(prcd) 
along the test signal, based on the known locations of the sync pulse segments Prj, 

20 Prj.-.PrM along the reference signal, the known distances a^ between adjacent sync 
pulse segments along the reference signal, where k ranges from "1" to "M-l", a 
scaling factor s, and the present sync point segment frequency ^. As shown in 
FIG. 11, the predicted location for any sync point segment, for example, the 
predicted location for sync point segment Pt,j+,, may be determined in accordance 

25 with the following relationship: 

P^k+Kprcd) " P^(pr€d) + (7) 

where ai^s represents the distance between the two adjacent, predicted sync point 
30 segments Ptk(pred) and Pt^c+i(prcd)> \ represents the known distance between the 
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corresponding sync pulse segments Pr^ and Pr^+j, and where the value of the 
scaling factor s is derived by determining the scaling factor value that, when 
multiplied by each of the distances a,,, results in a sync point segment frequency 
that most accurately equals the present sync point segment frequency ^ (e.g., 7950 
5 Hz). 

Then, in accordance with block 1020, the predicted locations of the sync 
point segments Pti(prcd)» Pt2(pred)- ■PtM(prcd) are compared to the actual locations of the 
sync point segments Ptj, Ptj-.-Ptw. More precisely, the predicted distances \s 
between the predicted sync point segment locations Pti(prca), Pt2(prcd)---PtM(pred) are 
10 compared to the distances b|, between the actual sync point segment locations Pt^, 
Pt2...PtM' In doing so, a predicted location error may be calculated, for 
example, in accordance with equation (8) below. 



15 



20 



Ck = ks-bkl (8) 

Then, as shown in block 1025, the fitness value D^.^^ is updated. In 
accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present invention, the updated 
fitness value D^^ij^^ is derived as a function of the predicted location error q^, as 
shown below in equation (9): 



M-1 

^r.^ = (M-ir> S T(e,) (9) 

k=:l 

25 where T is a transfer function that causes Df^^ to vary between a value of "0" 
and "1**, as shown in FIG. 12, and where a fitness value equal to "1" indicates a 
precise match between the predicted sync point segment locations Pt,(prcd), 
Pt2(prcd)-"P^M(prcd)' ^ud the actual sync point segment locations Ptj, Ptj-.-Ptw- 

As the sync point segment frequency ^ is incremented during each iteration 

30 of the technique illustrated in FIG. 10, the fitness value Df^^ will initially 

increase. It will peak when the sync point segment frequency ^ is equal to, or 
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approximately equal to, the sync pulse segment frequency f^. Thereafter, the 
fitness value Dmncss will decrease. Accordingly, the maximum fitness value 
Dfij^s(max) niay be identified by determining when the fitness value Dfi^ness peaks. 
This is the purpose of decision block 1030. More specifically, the updated fitness 

5 value D^^,^ is, in accordance with decision block 1030, compared to the previous 
fitness value, wherein a determination is made as to whether the updated fitness 
value is less than the previous fitness value. 

If the updated fitness value Df^^ is not less than the previous fitness value, 
in accordance with the "NO" path out of decision block 1030, which indicates that 

10 the previous fitness value is not the maximum fitness value, the sync point segment 
frequency f^ is incremented, for example, from 7950 Hz to 7951 Hz, as shown in 
block 1035. A determination is then made as to whether all of the sync point 
segment frequencies, for example, all of the frequencies from 7950 Hz through 
8050 Hz, have been evaluated, in accordance with decision block 1040. If, in 

15 accordance with the "NO" path out of decision block 1040, all of the sync point 
segment frequencies have not been evaluated, the predicted locations of the sync 
point segments Pt^p^cd), ^zipraiy-^Miprcd) are re-calculated based on the new sync 
point segment frequency, which was incremented during the execution of block 
1035, as stated above. 

20 Further in accordance with the technique illustrated in FIG. 10, the 

procedural steps associated with blocks 1015 through 1040 are repeatedly executed 
until the maximum fitness value Dn,n„s(max) has been identified, which occurs when 
an updated fitness value is less than the previous fitness value, in accordance with 
the "YES" path out of decision block 1030, or until the sync point segment 

25 frequency f, exceeds the maximum sync point segment frequency f,^^), for 

example, 8050 Hz, in accordance with the "YES" path out of decision block 1040. 
In either case, the maxunum fitness value Dnin„s(max) will have been identified. 

Then, in accordance with decision block 1045, a determination is made as 
to whether the detection flag was set equal to the "TRUE" state by the delay 

30 variation detection algorithm 905. As explained previously, the detection flag is 
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set equal to the "TRUE" state if the delay variation detection algorithm 905 
determines that the total sync point position error E is less than the total sync point 
position error threshold and the variance V is less than the variance threshold 
Ty. If the detection flag is set to the "TRUE" state, in accordance with the "YES" 
5 path out of decision block 1045, the maximum fitness value Dniness(max) is compared 
to a relatively low fitness value threshold (e.g., 0.7). However, if the 
detection flag is not set to the "TRUE" state, in accordance with the "NO" path 
out of decision block 1045, the maximum fitness value Dnjncss(jnaj^) is compared to a 
relatively high fitness value threshold TFH(e.g., 0.9). It will be understood that 
10 the fitness value thresholds TpL and TpH may be empirically derived. 

If it is determined that the maximum fitness value Dpuj^^n^ax) is greater than 
the fitness value threshold TpL or TpH, in accordance with the "YES" path out of 
decision block 950 or decision block 960, respectively, the level of continuous 
delay variation Af, exhibited by the sync point segments Ptj, Ptj- ^PtM along the 
15 test signal, is estimated, as shown in block 1055, as a function of the sync point 
segment frequency fi that corresponds with the maximum fitness value Dcu^max) 
and the sync pulse segment frequency ^ as indicated in equation (3) above. If, 
alternatively, it is determined that the maximum fitness value Dnmcssdnax) is not 
greater than the fitness value threshold, in accordance with the "NO" path out of 
20 decision block 1050 or decision block 1060, the continuous delay variation Af is 
set equal to zero (0), thus indicating the likelihood that no continuous variable 
delay is exhibited by the sync point segments Pti, Pt2...PtM along the test signal. 

The fourth functional element associated with the decision algorithm 310 is 
a discontinuity estimation algorithm 720. The discontinuity estimation algorithm 
25 720 estimates the location of a discontinuity, for example, along a given length of 
the test signal between two sync point segments, as well as the size of the 
discontinuity. 

In accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the 
discontinuity estimation algorithm 720 begins the process of estimating the location 
30 and size of a discontinuity by first identifying a section of the test signal which 
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precedes a sync point segment that has been identified as a discontinuity by the 
outlier identification and removal algorithm 710, as described above. For 
example, the discontinuity estimation algorithm 310 may identify a section Aj of 
the test signal as containing a discontinuity, where Aj is bounded by sync point 

5 segments Ptj and Ptj+i, and where the sync point segment Ptj+i was identified by 
the outlier identification and removal algorithm as being a discontinuity. Next, 
any continuous delay variation Af associated with section A^, as determined by the 
continuous delay variation estimation algorithm 715, is removed. 

The sync point segment Ptj preceding the section is then aligned with the 

10 sync pulse segment Prj preceding a corresponding section aj in the reference signal, 
and a spectral distance between the section A^ of the test signal and the section aj of 
the reference signal is generated. FIG. 13 shows a graph A which represents the 
spectral distance between a section A^ of a test signal and a corresponding section 
aj of a reference signal, where the two sections A^ and ai have been aligned as 

15 described above. It is of particular importance to note that the spectral distance is 
initially small, as section Aj of the test signal and section a^ of the reference signal 
are synchronized at this point. Then, the spectral distance undergoes a transition 
from relatively small values to relatively large values, as shown, where this 
transition coincides with the onset of a discontinuity. The spectral distance 

20 increases at this point because section Aj of the test signal and section a^ of the 
reference signal are no longer synchronized, due to the presence of the 
discontinuity. 

The sync point segment Ptj+i following section Aj is then aligned with the 
sync pulse segment Prj+i that follow the corresponding section aj, and the spectral 

25 distance between section Aj of the test signal and section ai of the reference signal 
is once again generated. FIG. 13 also shows a graph B, where graph B represents 
the spectral distance between a section Aj of a test signal and a corresponding 
section a, of a reference signal, where the two sections Ai and aj have been aligned 
with respect to sync point segment Ptj+j and sync pulse segment ?x,^^. In contrast 

30 with graph A, the spectral distance values in graph B are initially large, as section 
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Ai of the test signal and section of the reference signal are not yet synchronized 
due to the presence of the discontinuity and due to the fact that the section A of 
the test signal and section a^ of the reference signal are aligned with respect to sync 
point segment Ptj+i and sync pulse segment Pri+,. Then, the spectral distance 

5 undergoes a transition to a relatively small value, as shown, where the transition in 
this instance coincides with the end of the discontinuity. The spectral distance 
then remains at a relatively small value because section Ai of the test signal and 
section aj of the reference signal are now synchronized. 

The Discontinuity Estimation algorithm 720 may then determine the 

10 estimated location L of the discontinuity along section Aj of the test signal, for 
example, in terms of a number of data frames, by calculating the difference 
between the spectral distance values associated with graph A and the spectral 
distance values associated with graph B, as shown in FIG, 13, graph C. The 
resulting difference should resemble a step function, as indicated, wherein a region 

15 close to a zero cross-over point represents the estimated location L of the 
discontinuity along section Aj of the test signal. 

The Discontinuity Estimation algorithm 720 may also determine the 
estimated size S of the discontinuity along section A^, for example, in terms of a 
number of data frames, by calculating the number of frames between the onset of 

20 the discontinuity, as shown in graph A, and the end of the discontinuity, as shown 
in graph B. The size S of the discontinuity is illustrated in FIG. 13, graph D. 

FIG. 14 illustrates, in greater detail, a technique that may be used to 
calculate the size S of the discontinuity illustrated in FIG. 13, graph D. In FIG. 
14, a discontinuity exists between sync point segments Pti and Ptj. The length S 

25 of the discontinuity, which may be represented by a number of samples, can be 
calculated by determining the difference between the length 4, along the test 
signal, and the length d,, along the reference signal. Of course, the length S 
should be adjusted to compensate for any continuous variable delay. 

The Discontinuity Estimation algorithm 720, of course, may estimate the 

30 location L and the size S of each discontinuity. Accordingly, the output of the 
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Discontinuity Estimation algorithm 720 is a vector {(Lj,S,); (L2,S2)...}, where 
each vector element contains a discontinuity location L and a discontinuity size S. 

As stated above, the pre-processing module 315 adjusts the reference 
and/or test signals so that they are similarly scaled in the time domain. The pre- 

5 processing module 315 accomplishes this by removing from the test signal and/or 
the reference signal^ any portion thereof that corresponds with an intermittent 
delay (i.e., a discontinuity). Of course, the pre-processing module 315 bases the 
removal of certain portions of the test and/or reference signals, which correspond 
with an intermittent delay, on the vector information {(Li,Si); (L2.S2)...} produced 

10 by the Decision algorithm 310, and more particularly, the Discontinuity 

Estimation algorithm 720. Furthermore, the pre-processing module 315 eliminates 
from the test and/or reference signals any continuous delay variations Af, where 
the continuous delay variation Af is derived by the Continuous Delay Variation 
Estimation algorithm 715. A standard speech quality estimation algorithm 320 

15 may then be employed to derive an accurate speech quality estimate based on the 
adjusted reference and/or test signals. 

The Score Adjustment algorithm 325 generates a measure of perceived 
speech quality. The Score Adjustment algorithm 325 generates this perceived 
speech quality measure by adjusting the speech quality estimate produced by the 

20 standard speech quality estimation algorithm 320. The Score Adjustment 
algorithm 325 adjusts the speech quality estimate based on any one or more 
variables which are derived from the continuous and/or intermittent delay 
information generated by the Decision algorithm 310. For example, the Score 
Adjusunent algorithm 325 may adjust the speech quality estimate based on the 

25 number of discontinuities that are identified, the length of any one or more of the 
discontinuities identified, the content of the data frames that coincide with a 
discontinuity, or the level of continuous variable delay. 

It should be noted that the present invention has been described in 
accordance with exemplary embodiments, which are intended to be illustrative in 

30 all aspects, rather than restrictive. Thus, the present invention is capable of many 
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variations in detailed implementation, which may be derived from the description 
contained herein by a person or ordinary skill in the art. All such variations are 
considered to be within the scope and spirit of the present invention as defined by 
the following claims. 
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A method for estimating speech quality comprising the steps of: 
identifying portions of a first speech signal that exhibit distortions caused 

S by transmission delays; 

removing the identified portions of the first speech signal; 

comparing the first speech signal to a second speech signal after the 
identified portions of the first speech signal have been removed; and 

generating a speech quality estimate based on said comparison of the first 
10 speech signal and the second speech signal. 

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 
analyzing the identified portions of the first speech signal; and 

adjusting the speech quality estimate based on said analysis of the identified 
15 portions of the first speech signal. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein said step of analyzing the identified 
portions of the first speech signal comprises the step of: 

determining how many portions of the first speech signal exhibit distortions 
20 caused by transmission delays. 

4. The method of claim 2, wherein said step of analyzing the identified 
portions of the first speech signal comprises the step of: 

determining the size of the identified portions of the first speech signal. 

25 

5. The method of claim 2, wherein said step of analyzing the identified 
portions of the first speech signal comprises the step of: 

determining the speech content of the identified ponions of the first speech 

signal. 



30 
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6. The method of claim 1, wherein the second speech signal is a reference 
speech signal, and wherein the reference speech signal reflects the first speech 
signal prior to transmission of the first speech signal. 

5 7. In a telecommunications network, wherein a first speech signal is 
transported across a transmission chain to a receiving entity, a method for 
estimating speech quality comprising the steps of: 

at the receiving entity, aligning each of a number of synchronization points 
along the first speech signal with a corresponding one of a number of 
10 synchronization points along a reference speech signal; 

determining whether any portions of the first speech signal reflect an 
intermittent delay variation, based on said alignment of the synchronization points 
along the first speech signal and the synchronization points along the reference 
speech signal; 

15 determining a level of continuous delay variation exhibited by the first 

speech signal; 

adjusting the first speech signal or the reference speech signal to account 
for the level of continuous delay variation exhibited by the first speech signal and 
for any portions of the first speech signal that reflect an intermittent delay 
20 variation; 

comparing the first speech signal to the reference speech signal; and 
estimating speech quality based on said comparison of the first speech 
signal to the reference speech signal. 

25 8. The method of claim 7 further comprising the step of: 

adjusting the estimated speech quality based on said level of continuous 
delay variation. 

The method of claim 7 further comprising the steps of: 
analyzing ponions of the first speech signal that reflect an intermittent 
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delay variation; and 

adjusting the estimated speech quality based on said analysis of those 
portions of the first speech signal that reflect an intermittent delay variation. 

5 10. The method of claim 9, wherein said step of analyzing portions of the first 
speech signal that reflect an intermittent delay variation comprises the step of: 

determining the number of portions of the first speech signal that reflect an 
intermittent delay variation. 

10 11. The method of claim 9, wherein said step of analyzing portions of the first 
speech signal that reflect an intermittent delay variation comprises the step of: 
determining the length of those portions of the first speech signal that 
reflect an intermittent delay variation. 

15 12. The method of claim 9, wherein said step of analyzing portions of the first 
speech signal that reflect an intermittent delay variation comprises the step of: 

determining the speech content of those portions of the first speech signal 
that reflect an intermittent delay variation. 

20 13. The method of claim 7, wherein the first speech signal is a test signal, and 
wherein the first speech signal, prior to transmission, is identical to the reference 
speech signal. 

14. In a packet switched telecommunications network, wherein speech signals 
25 are transported across a transmission chain to a receiving entity, a method for 

estimating speech quality comprising the steps of: 

aligning each of a number of sync point segments along a first speech 

signal with a corresponding sync pulse segment along a reference speech signal, 

wherein the first speech signal was transported across the transmission chain to the 
30 receiving entity, and wherein the reference signal is identical to the first speech 
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signal prior to the first speech signal having been transported across the 
transmission chain; 

identifying whether an intermittent delay variation exists between adjacent 
sync point segments along the first speech signal; 
5 determining a location and size of any identified intermittent delay variation 

along the first speech signal; 

determining a level of continuous delay variation exhibited by the first 
speech signal; 

adjusting the first speech signal or the reference speech signal to account 
10 for die presence of any intermittent delay variations and the level of continuous 
delay variation along the first speech signal; 

comparing the first speech signal to the reference signal after the first 
speech signal or the reference speech signal has been adjusted; 

estimating speech quality based on said comparison of the first speech 
IS signal and the reference signal; and 

adjusting the estimated speech quality to achieve a perceived speech 
quality, wherein said adjustment of the estimated speech quality is based on the 
intermittent delay variations, if any, and the level of continuous delay variation. 

20 15. The method of claim 14, wherein said step of identifying whether an 

intermittent delay variation exists between adjacent sync point segments along the 
first speech signal comprises the steps of: 

quantifying the length of the first speech signal between each pair of 
adjacent sync point segments; 

25 determining whether the length of the first speech signal between any pair 

of adjacent sync point segments is abnormal; and 

establishing that an intermittent delay variation is present along the first 
speech signal, between two adjacent sync point segments, if it is determined that 
the length between the two adjacent sync point segments is abnormal. 



30 
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16, The method of claim 15, wherein said step of determining whether the 
length of the first speech signal between any pair of adjacent sync point segments 
is abnormal comprises the steps of: 

determining the difference between the length of the first speech signal 
5 between each pair of adjacent sync point segments and the length of the reference 
speech signal between each corresponding pair of adjacent sync pulse segments; 
and 

comparing each difference value to a threshold value. 

10 17. The method of claim 16, wherein the threshold value is based on a 
weighted median of the difference values. 

18. The method of clahn 16, wherein the threshold value is empirically 
derived. 

15 

19. The method of claim 14, wherein said step of determining a location and 
size of any identified intermittent delay variation along the first speech signal 
comprises the steps of: 

aligning a length of the first speech signal between two adjacent sync point 
20 segments, that has been identified as exhibiting an intermittent delay, with a length 
along the reference signal between two corresponding adjacent sync pulse 
segments, where in aligning the length of the first speech signal between the two 
adjacent sync point segments and the length of the reference speech signal between 
the two corresponding sync pulse segments, a first one of the two adjacent sync 
25 point segments is aligned with a corresponding one of the two sync pulse 
segments; 

deriving a first series of spectral distance values based on the alignment of 
the length of the first speech signal and the length along the reference signal; 
re-aligning the length of the first speech signal between the two adjacent 
30 sync point segments with the length along the reference signal between the two 
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corresponding sync pulse segments, where in re-aligning the length of the first 
speech signal between the two adjacent sync point segments and the length of the 
reference speech signal between the two corresponding sync pulse segments, a 
second one of the two adjacent sync point segments is aligned with a second one of 
5 the two corresponding sync pulse segments; and 

deriving a second series of spectral distance values based on the re- 
alignment of the length of the first speech signal and the length along the reference 
signal. 

10 20. The method of claim 19, wherein said step of determining the location and 
size of any identified intermittent delay variation along the first speech signal 
further comprises the steps of: 

comparing the first series of spectral distance values with the second series 
of spectral distance values; and 

15 measuring a distance between a transition associated with the first series of 

spectral distance values and a transition associated with the second series of 
spectral distance values, wherein the measured distance represents the size of a 
corresponding intermittent delay variation. 

20 21. The method of claim 19, wherein said step of determining the location and 
size of any identified intermittent delay variation along the first speech signal 
further comprises the steps of: 

deriving a series of difference values by calculating the difference between 
each of the values associated with the first series of spectral distance values and a 
25 corresponding one of the values associated with the second series of spectral 
distance values; and 

determining the location of a corresponding intermittent delay variation 
based on a transition associated with the series of difference values. 
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22. The method of claim 14, wherein said step of determining the level of 
continuous delay variation exhibited by the first speech signal comprises the steps 
of: 

selecting a number of sync point frequencies associated with the sync point 
5 segments along the first speech signal, wherein said selected number of sync point 
frequencies include frequencies that are less than a sync pulse frequency associated 
with the sync pulse segments along the reference signal and frequencies that are 
greater than the sync pulse frequency; 

for each of the selected sync point frequencies, predicting a location for 
10 each sync point segment along the first speech signal, as a function of the selected 
sync point frequency and known locations of the sync pulse segments along the 
reference signal; 

for each of the selected sync point frequencies, comparing the predicted 
location of each sync point segment along the first speech signal with an actual 
1 5 location of the sync point segment along the first speech signal; 

for each of the selected sync point frequencies, deriving a fitness value, 
wherein said fitness value is based on an amount of position error between the 
predicted location of each sync point segment and the actual location of the sync 
point segment; 

20 identifying a maxhnum fitness value from amongst the fitness values 

derived for each of the selected sync point frequencies; 

determining whether the maximum fitness value exceeds a threshold value; 

and 

determining the level of continuous delay variation as a function of the 
25 selected sync point frequency that corresponds with the maximum fitness value and 
the sync pulse frequency. 
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23. The method of claim 22 further comprising the step of: 

determining the level of continuous delay variation to be zero if the 
maximum fitness value does not exceed the threshold value. 
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24. The method of claim 22 further comprising the step of: 

prior to selecting the number of sync point frequencies, determining 
whether it is more likely than not that the first speech signal exhibits a continuous 
delay variation. 

5 

25. The method of claim 24, wherein said step of determining whether the 
maximum fitness value exceeds the threshold value comprises the step of: 

comparing the maximum fitness value to a first threshold value if it is 
determined that the fu-st speech signal is, more likely than not, exhibiting a 
10 continuous delay variation, and to a second threshold value if it is determined that 
the first speech signal is less likely to be exhibiting a continuous delay variation, 
where the first threshold value is less than the second threshold value. 

26. The method of claim 14 further comprising the step of: 

15 identifying a number of sync point segments, each of which follow a length 

along the first speech signal that, more likely than not, reflects an intermittent 
delay variation. 

27. The method of claim 26, wherein said step of determining the level of 
20 continuous delay variation exhibited by the first speech signal is based on a 

location of each sync point segment along the first speech signal, excluding those 
sync point segments that are identified as following a length along the first speech 
signal that, more likely than not, reflects an intermittent delay variation. 

25 28. The method of claim 14, wherein said step of adjusting the estimated 
speech quality to achieve a perceived speech quality comprises the steps of: 

determining the number of intermittent delay variations that are exhibited 
by the first speech signal; and 

adjusting the estimated speech quality as a function of the number of 
30 interaiittent delay variations that are exhibited by the first speech signal. 
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29. The method of claim 14 wherein said step of adjusting the estimated speech 
quality to achieve a perceived speech quality comprises the step of: 

adjusting the estimated speech quality as a function of the size of each 
intermittent delay variation. 

5 

30. The method of claim 14, wherein said step of adjusting the estimated 
speech quality to achieve a perceived speech quality comprises the step of: 

adjusting the estimated speech quality as a function of the speech content 
associated with each delay variation. 

10 

31. The method of claim 14, wherein said step of adjusting the estimated 
speech quality to achieve a perceived speech quality comprises the step of: 

adjusting the estimated speech quality as a function of a degree and type of 
continuous delay variation. 

15 

32. The method of claim 14, wherein said step of adjusting the first speech 
signal or the reference speech signal to account for the presence of any intermittent 
delay variations and the level of continuous delay variation along the first speech 
signal comprises the step of: 

20 scaling the first speech signal or the reference speech signal such that the 

first speech signal and the reference speech signal are similarly scaled in the time 
domain. 
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